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QR scanners replacing lists outside classrooms
The start of each new semester is des-
tined to be rough from the get go. There 
are always students struggling to find 
where and when their class is. Interest-
ingly, despite this information being 
available on GaelXpress, there is still the 
struggle to find their way around.
The Office of Scheduling and Special 
Events (OSSE) first sought to address 
this persistent issue by posting lists in 
front of each Saint Mary’s classroom. 
These lists told the viewer which classes 
met in that room and at what time. 
A victim of technological achieve-
ment and digitalization, however, these 
analogue lists may be a thing of the past. 
Over winter break, OSSE replaced them 
with Quick Response (QR) codes which 
contain the same information that the 
old lists once held. QR codes are simply 
barcodes that link to information avail-
able online when scanned by a smart-
phone.
To view the information held in a QR 
code, it requires the service of an app 
that can scan QR codes. A phone camera 
in and of itself is not enough. 
This change begs the question — Why? 
People can use their own two eyes to see 
what class they are late for. 
Efficiency constitutes the reasoning 
behind this change. 
“One thing that we like about the QR 
codes is that it saves a lot of paper,” said 
Amaury Avalos,  the Scheduling and 
Commencement Coordinator for OSSE. 
Avalos explained that paper lists need 
to be changed each semester due to the 
change in classes each semester. QR 
codes can be updated digitally, so that the 
barcode shown next to classroom directs 
viewers to a class list that is up to date. 
Theoretically, the QR codes on display 
BY JACOB TURNROSE 
OPINION EDITOR
now will stay on display forever. Or at 
least until the next technological adapta-
tion takes their place.
“ We would go through...a ream of 
paper per semester,” Avalos said. It also 
saves time and ink, she added. 
The QR codes also reveal which clubs 
are meeting in any given classroom, and 
at what time — an added benefit, Avalos 
pointed out. The old lists did not show 
any of that information. “If people want 
to study in one of the Dante Rooms, for 
example, then they can first check and 
see if any clubs are scheduled to meet 
any time soon,” said Avalos.
Many other organizations on campus 
have put QR codes in their signage, for 
marketing purposes. Avalos mentioned 
the Associated Students and the School 
of Liberal Arts as two such organizations. 
Paul Ebenkamp, the Program Coor-
dinator for January Term, also uses QR 
codes in his promotional materials. A 
poster advertising the Radius Arts Fes-
tival, a festival occurring through this 
year’s Jan Term, features a small QR code 
on the bottom righthand corner. 
Ebenkamp is somewhat of a QR code 
enthusiast. “They’re a nice visual,” he 
said. “They’re cute… and I always use 
them when we’re advertising informa-
tion that is too extensive to list on a print 
poster,” Ebenkamp said. 
Ebenkamp is not above criticizing 
these matrix barcodes, however. 
He makes it a point not to rely exclu-
sively on QR codes for disseminating 
information. On his Radius Arts Fes-
tival poster, a sentence reads, “Check 
the schedule of events on the Jan Term 
website or scan the QR code.” He always 
gives people an option.  
“Defaulting only to a QR code makes 
a lot of presumptions,” Ebenkamp said. 
One of these presumptions being that 
every young person has a smartphone. 
He asked — does everyone have a 
smartphone? 
“I don’t. And I’ve talked to students 
who have said the same thing,” he said 
answering his own question.  
“Is smartphone technology going to be 
ubiquitous among young people in the 
way that people thought it would be two 
or three years ago? I actually don’t think 
so. More students are seeing that there 
are all kinds of ways that you can stay 
connected and it’s not going to always 
involve a smartphone with a scanner,” 
he continued. 
As for the QR codes on display in 
front of the class rooms, there is no way 
to check any room bookings without a 
smartphone, according to Avalos.
Avalos encouraged students without 
smartphones, along with any other con-
cerns, to send an email over to schedul-
ing@stmarys-ca.edu. 
Along with feedback to OSSE’s email 
account, the office hopes to track how 
many students actually scan the QR 
codes. 
No such tracking devices are currently 
being used by OSSE, nor have they been 
used by the Jan Term programing office. 
Ebenkamp mentioned that he has “no 
idea” how to track how many people click 
on his QR codes.
Whether or not these QR cards per-
manently replace the old lists will be 
ultimately be determined by the Saint 
Mary’s Community. It is important to 
note that the new QR code usage is only 
a trial run. If enough students do not like 
the QR codes, OSSE will go back to old 
lists. While this trial period was set to 
last until Jan Term, it may very well be 
gone by spring semester.
In the meantime, please direct any 
feedback to OSSE’s email address: sched-
uling@stmarys-ca.edu.
BY TERRILYN HO
NEWS EDITOR
Thomas Paine once said, “He who dares 
not offend cannot be honest.” Now think 
about all the times that little, white lie 
has involuntarily slipped out. It may have 
been something as small as telling your 
roommate they looked great before going 
out or saying you are fine to the how are 
you question. 
The truth behind lies is explored in the 
documentary, “(Dis)Honesty: The Truth 
about Lies” and a free film screening of this 
documentary was held on Monday, Jan. 30, 
in Hagerty Lounge from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
The screening was followed by a discussion 
led by Professor Saroja Subrahmanyan 
where participants were able to analyze 
the plot and message in a seminar-style 
manner. 
“The film has received positive reviews, 
with The New York Times calling the film 
‘illuminating.’” Furthermore, the film was 
an official selection at the 2015 Full Frame 
Documentary Film Festival, the 2015 Hot 
Docs Film Festival, and the 2015 Montclair 
Film Festival.  
The documentary follows behavioral 
scientist, Dan Ariely, as he exposes the 
complex truth about lying and its reper-
cussions in everyday life. In particular, the 
film explores how often it is part of human 
name to lie, even unknowingly. 
Filming for the documentary started in 
spring of 2012, where 10 people from all 
walks of life were brought in. There was 
a lawyer, an actor, a judge, and a number 
see (Dis)Honesty Film, page 2
THEOLOGY AND RELIGIOUS 
STUDIES COURSES
Course selection proves to be 
diverse, unbiased, and fulfilling for 
students of all religions.  PAGE 5
QR CODES have been placed next to all Saint Mary’s Colleg classrooms. When scanned, they show which classes meet at what times. (Courtesy of Saint Mary’s College) 
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“To act upon one’s convictions while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world 
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when 
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice—”
                   —Ted Turner
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Crime Beat
1/19/17  12:30 p.m.
Incident: Information 
Synopsis: Family conflict in Ageno 
B; referred to Residential Experi-
ence
1/23/17  5:45 a.m. 
Incident: Burglary Alarm 
Synopsis: All doors found secure in 
Rheem Center, alarm reset; referred 
to Facilities Services 
1/23/17  12:20  p.m.
Incident: Information 
Synopsis: Parking sign broken off 
post and laying on ground in in 
Benilde Parking Lot; referred to 
Facilities Services 
1/23/17  9:30 a.m. 
Incident: Medical Incident
Synopsis: Visitor fell down stairs 
in Aquinas residence hall stairway; 
referred to Loss Prevention 
1/23/17  2:00 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm 
Synopsis: Food cooking set off 
alarm in Aquinas (no fire, smoke, 
or scorching); referred to Facilities 
Services and Residential Experience 
1/24/17  6:15 p.m.
Incident: Trouble Alarm 
Synopsis: Alarm in trouble mode 
reset in Filippi Academic Hall; re-
ferred to Facilities Services
1/24/17  5:31 p.m.
Incident: Medical Incident
Synopsis: Student passed out and 
was evaluated by MOFD (no trans-
port) in St. Albert’s Library; referred 
to Health and Wellness Center 
1/25/17  10:00 p.m.
Incident: Information Only 
Synopsis: Inappropriate use of prac-
tice field; referred to Recreational 
Sports 
1/26/17  8:15 p.m.
Incident: Suspicious Circumstances 
Synopsis: Annoying phone calls 
received at front gate; referred to 
Moraga PD
Campus Snapshots
YOSEMITE is known for its towering sequoia trees and iconic views. (Courtesy of Ryan Mitchell) FAIR TRADE FRIDAY continues to promote sustainable goods. (Kristen Geibel/COLLEGIAN)
of others who had be incarcer-
ated or had suffered tremendous 
losses because of the web of lies 
they had created. 
What’s shocking is the amount 
of normalcy these people seem 
to give off - a protector mother, a 
basketball referee, and an admis-
sions officer - all of these individ-
uals go about telling their stories 
(Dis)Honesty Film: Reveals that rise of technology is breeding a new generation of liars
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 of dishonesty that surprise you 
because they seem relatable. 
Throughout the film, Ariely 
also integrated social experi-
ments while uncovering inter-
views with these individuals 
that have paid the cost. He also 
explained how humans are now 
more inclined to be dishonest 
with the rise of technology and 
digitization. It has become easier 
to lie behind the protection of a 
screen. 
Director Yael Melamede com-
mented that “if we look at the 
biggest crises of our time, most 
of them have dishonesty at their 
core - the financial crisis, the Iraq 
War(s), the NSA privacy scandal, 
Lance Armstrong, the Atlanta 
cheating scandal, to name just a 
few - and the consequences are 
huge. If we can better understand 
dishonesty, hopefully we can do 
a better job of recognizing it and 
doing something about it - our 
own as well as that of others.” 
Melamede, who received an 
Oscar for the documentary “Ino-
cente,” wanted the focus of this 
film to be on the anecdotes we 
hear of so frequently in the me-
dia, but are often skewed or por-
trayed in a way that shines light 
on a perspective that relay the 
wrong message. 
According to Melamede, “Dan’s 
SCREENING followed by a discussion, led by Prof. Saroja Subrahmanyan. (Courtesy of AgileLeanLife) 
research suggests that being 
reminded about honesty makes 
people act better - in my own 
experience, that’s been very true.”
For any questions or comments, 
please direct them to Paul Eben-
kamp. Contact is pe1@stmarys-ca.
edu or x4771. 
“The consequences 
are huge...If we can 
better understand 
dishonesty, hopefully 
we can do a better job 
of recognizing it and 
doing something about 
it — our own as well 
as that of others.” 
JAZZ BY THE BAY is a quarter-credit that allows students to explore jazz music. (Terrilyn Ho/COLLEGIAN) THE TAJ MAHAL was visited by traveling Jan Term students in India. (Courtesy of Jaontra Henderson)
Campus 
Calendar
The Campus Calendar column 
is a service highlighting major 
events of the week. To include 
your event, email details to 
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
Due to space limitations, 
we cannot list individual 
club meetings.
Goodnight Moon 
Wednesday, February 1
Thursday, February 2
Friday, February 3
Varying Times
LeFevre Theatre
Contact Tara Sundy
tms8@stmarys-ca.edu 
REACH: Toxic Territories: En-
vironmental Racism
Wednesday, February 1, 
12:00pm
Delphine Hall (Intercultural 
Center)
Contact Cesar Ramos 
X8545
CAB Movie Night: Moana
Wednesday, February 1
8:00-10:00 p.m.
Delphine Hall (Intercultural 
Center)
Contact Nakia Gibbs
cabdirector@stmarys-ca.edu 
Orientation Leader Informa-
tion Session 
Thursday, February 2
7:00 p.m.
Dante Hall, Room 120 
Contact New Student and Family 
Programs
(925)631-4647
Celebration of Life for John 
Albert Dragstedt
Saturday, February 4
1:00 p.m.
Saint Mary’s Chapel 
Contact Joe Zepeda
jrz2@stmarys-ca.edu 
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Beyond the Bubble Because there’s a whole world out there…
 Iran barring U.S. citizens 
from entering country 
Iran’s barring of Americans is 
in response to Trump’s executive 
order on immigration, which 
affects seven Muslim-majority 
countries. Amongst these seven 
countries is Iran, whose nation-
als are barred from entering the 
United States for 90 days under 
Trump’s order. A total of at least 
134 million people will be affect-
ed. Trump’s order also suspends 
the admission of all refugees for 
120 days. As a result of this order, 
two Iraqis who had visas to enter 
the U.S. sued Trump and the U.S. 
Government after arriving in 
New York and being detained. 
Refugees from around the world 
have been stopped and detained 
at multiple U.S. airports, that 
have been in a disarray, trying 
to enforce the travel ban.
 Consideration for Japan’s 
next royal heir to be female
Nearly 250 years have passed 
since Japan has seen a woman 
hold the title to Japan’s Chry-
santhemum Throne and it has 
also been that long since an em-
peror has abdicated the throne. 
Now, Emperor Akihito has ex-
pressed his desire to abdicate 
before he passes, leaving Japan 
to consider a female successor. 
No provisions had previously 
been created in the case of ab-
dication, but the court has been 
in the process of creating a rule 
to allow for it. If the rule passes, 
Emperor Akihito will be suc-
ceeded by his eldest son, Crown 
Prince Naruhito, 56. However, 
Princess Aiko, 15, is the crown 
prince’s only child. With so few 
male descendants left in the line 
of succession, a new law has been 
suggested to allow females to 
succeed the throne.
 Increasing climate change 
show floating cities becoming 
a reality
By 2100, recent climate models 
predict that the world’s oceans 
could rise five to six feet by 2100. 
A plan to build a city of floating 
islands in the South Pacific has 
been suggested in response to 
climate change. The government 
of French Polynesia has agreed 
to consider hosting the islands 
in a tropical lagoon. The project 
would cost an estimated $10 to 
$50 million and house a few doz-
en people initially. The targeted 
demographic would most likely 
be middle-income buyers from 
the developed world. The islands 
would also likely utilize features 
like solar power, sustainable 
aquaculture, and ocean-based 
wind farms. 
 Lack of action on smog 
results in Mongolians pro-
testing
On Saturday, Jan. 28, Mongo-
lians stood firm in the capital 
for the second time this winter 
to fight for more action on the 
smog that continuously covers 
Ulan Bator. Gathering in the 
city’s central Sukhbaatar Square, 
many held black balloons and 
protest signs to get their mes-
sage across. About 7,000 people 
stood in air masks and gas masks 
in temperatures below minus 
four degrees Fahrenheit. Last 
year, Unicef reported that Ulan 
Bator was one of the world’s 10 
most polluted cities, with recent 
pollution readings reporting 
that the levels nearly 30 times 
as high as the levels considered 
safe by the World Health Orga-
nization. 
 Revival of Abortion Ban 
will affect women in Kenya
Last week, President Trump 
reinstated a ban on providing 
foreign aid to health provid-
ers abroad that offer abortion 
counseling as part of their fam-
ily planning services. Areas like 
Kenya could be majorly affected 
by this new ban, which has been 
dubbed by critics as the global 
gag rule. Women in poor com-
munities suffer from H.I.V. or 
other medical conditions that 
make pregnancy complicated or 
risky, even leading to maternal 
death. The lack of access to care 
is much more prevalent in places 
like Kenya, than for places like in 
the U.S., where being pregnant 
is usually much safer. Clinics 
are available and accessible if 
a woman needs it. Abortion is 
illegal in Kenya, but providing 
reproductive health care is now 
much more a challenge for these 
women. 
1
2
3
4
5
1
2
3
5
Mamaism celebrates women empowerment and spirituality
BY JACOB TURNROSE 
OPINION EDITOR
Members of The Develop-
ment of Women’s Spirituality, 
a Jan Term class, held an event 
in Dante Quad on Wednesday 
afternoon during community 
time. Their event was titled 
Mamaism: An Art Performance 
Project.  The event featured 
several hands-on activities — all 
geared toward empowerment. 
“The class is about spirituality 
and the arts,” said professor Miri 
Hunter, who is teaching the Jan 
Term class. The title, Mamaism, 
if a reference to the Dada avant-
garde art movement, but female-
centric. The class made a mani-
festo for the art performance, 
which includes “transforming 
stereotypes… diffusing stereo-
types… and uniting, despite dif-
ferences,” said Hunter. 
4
One booth featured a tree 
drawn onto a long piece of poster 
board. On the tree were note-
cards all containing a positive 
message. 
People who came had the 
opportunity to take one of the 
cards off the tree to keep for 
themselves, while writing their 
own positive note to leave for 
someone else.
“You is kind, you is smart, you 
is important,” read the card that 
Gemma, a second year graduate 
student studying counseling, 
took from the tree. This card 
was a reference to the novel and 
adapted film, “The Help,” she 
explained. 
She left a note stating “All is 
possible.” As a counseling stu-
dent, she hopes to instill that 
feeling in future patients. “[This 
was] a good experience,” she said 
and added, “[It] gives hope and 
builds self-esteem.” 
A group of five classmates, 
wearing all black, stood in the 
quad with sticky notes stuck on 
their clothes. 
The notes contained negative 
characteristics often pinned on 
women. “Loose,” “prude,” and 
“moody” were some of the words 
written. One of the classmates 
held up a sign that read “Labels 
are for clothes, not humans.” 
One classmate expressed the 
installation’s empowering quali-
ties. Another said, “It’s very 
personal…a lot of these terms 
are put so casually on women 
and that’s why some women feel 
so insecure about their bodies.” 
“It’s helpful, though, for wom-
en to change how they think of 
these labels,” she continued to 
say. 
Several people commented 
on the positive energy surround 
this event. Someone also added 
that “This is great, there should 
be a thousand people here.” 
O v e r a l l ,  a t t e n d a n c e  w a s 
sparse, yet those who partici-
pated in the activities certainly 
seemed as though they benefited 
emotionally, judging by their 
smiles on display. 
“It’s very personal...a 
lot of these terms 
are put so casually 
on women and that’s 
why some women feel 
insecure about their 
bodies. It’s helpful...
to change how they 
think of these labels.”
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Sundance Film Festival gives a rewarding life experience
BY SARAH KNEBEL 
BUSINESS MANAGER 
I was drawn to the Sundance 
Film Festival because I like mov-
ies. I’ve always had an obsession 
with movies. I talk about them, 
read about them, I think about 
what would make for a good plot 
in a movie — but this trip has 
pushed this obsession to new 
heights. Movies have the unique 
ability to highlight universal 
truths to an audience in such an 
effective manor, making it one 
of the best mediums in which to 
spark up a conversation. Here at 
Sundance, many conversations 
have been sparked.
My first film was “An Inconve-
nient Sequel,” the follow up to the 
worldwide sensation: “An Incon-
venient Truth.” The documentary 
follows up where Al Gore left off 
in his last film, offering hard-to-
swallow evidence in areas like 
natural disasters, which have 
become more destructive than 
BY PETER CRAMER 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
For a large majority of the 
c o u n t r y,  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump winning the position of 
President of the United States in 
this year’s election was difficult 
to comprehend. But as the fear-
ful fate of our country’s future 
began to creep up on U.S. citi-
zens as the inauguration neared, 
i t  wa s  n ot  s u r p r i s i n g  w h e n 
President Trump placed an 
unfit, inexperienced billionaire 
in the position of Secretary of 
Education, sending the citizens 
of this country into a tailspin.
Proper education matters, 
and so does experience. How is 
one able to perform excellently 
if they are not equipped with 
the tools to do so? This is the 
question I, and the American 
people, have for someone like 
Betsy DeVos, who is the newly 
selected Secretary of Education, 
and President Donald Trump.
Betsy DeVos is not neces-
sarily an unsuccessful woman 
per say, but when compared 
to the people who held this 
p o s i t i o n  b e f o r e  h e r,  D e Vo s 
most definitely lacks in places 
where others excel. Betsy DeVos 
graduated from Calvin College 
with a Bachelor ’s  degree in 
business administration and 
political science, and after her 
degree was earned, there was no 
further education obtained to 
build her credibility as a highly 
educated woman. No challenge 
was accepted to compete against 
others in her field in graduate 
school. There was no push to 
earn that master’s degree. Sure, 
she has a college education, and 
sometimes that is enough, but is 
it enough to make executive de-
cisions regarding the education 
system of our country? I surely 
don’t believe so.
Aside from the level of degree 
one holds, when it comes to 
using federal loans to pay for a 
college education, Betsy DeVos 
and her children were fortunate 
enough to be excluded from the 
percentage that has to pull out 
loans. So when questioned by 
Senator Elizabeth Warren of 
Massachusetts regarding fraud 
and abuse when it  comes to 
withholding federal student aid 
from universities that will put 
students into endless debt af-
ter they graduate, Betsy DeVos 
simply could not relate. DeVos 
lacks the stress and anxiety in-
volving student loans, does not 
have to worry about whether or 
not the education is worth the 
cost, and hoping that after it 
all you’ll have a satisfying job. 
Being a college student who 
has watched her family borrow 
money from the government, 
this fills me with anger. If you 
haven’t gone through it, how 
can you understand? How are 
you, Secretary DeVos, going to 
put the concern of young col-
lege students and their families 
first and assure them that they 
will be able to gain an educa-
tion, not be cheated, and for the 
cost, hopefully earn the money 
that you and your family do one 
day? I hope we are a priority, I 
truly do.
Finally,  the people’s reac-
tion to Betsy DeVos’ responses 
regarding education at her con-
firmation hearing was the most 
concerning. Unfortunately, the 
questions asked were not prop-
erly addressed, and the ones 
questioning did not take this 
lack of knowledge regarding the 
regulations within the educa-
tional system lightly. The frus-
THE FESTIVAL debuted “An Inconvenient Sequel.”  (Photo courtesy of The Independent)
Go to your 
College Newspaper for 
Confession
To ask a question, email smc-
collegian@gmail.com with the 
subject “advice.”
PRESIDENT TRUMP chose Betsy Devos, an unexperienced billionaire like himself, for Secretary of Education. (Photo courtesy of Miami New Times)
Biweekly Advice Column: Sister Gael only comes around 
to the Opinion Section twice a month to answer stu-
dents’ questions and difficulties involving school and 
life. Need some new relationship advice? How about 
someone to listen to your classroom complications? Are 
you feeling bad about something you said to a friend and 
need help sorting through the wreckage? Ask Sister Gael 
a question now, and read her answer right here in The 
Collegian. 
Betsy Devos, an unfit selection for Secretary of Education
tration and worry was revealed 
mostly through Elizabeth War-
ren. After several questions re-
mained unanswered or brushed 
off by the phrase “it will  be 
discussed,” Warren finally said, 
“If Betsy DeVos cannot com-
mit to using the Department 
of Education’s many tools and 
resources to protect students 
for fraud, I don’t see how she can 
be Secretary of Education.” The 
lack of response from DeVos 
has forcefully caused people to 
feel she is unfit for the job, and 
rightfully so. 
I believe that the American 
people wanted to see DeVos 
fight back, show confidence in 
her abilities, and have a plan, 
but she proved that she did not. 
She was all too comfortable with 
her simple phrase of “it will be 
reviewed,” making all who were 
listening become troubled, un-
comfortable and worried.
Now that our country is of-
ficially stuck with Secretary of 
Education Betsy DeVos, it does 
not aid our country to wish for 
her failure. The best advice I can 
give is to hope for the success of 
Secretary DeVos and continue 
to remind her that when han-
dling education at this level, 
there is no time for learning. At 
the level of Secretary of Educa-
tion, you are the teacher, the 
educator, and  the experienced 
one. 
The educational system needs 
a leader, and I hope that for the 
sake of our country and educa-
tion, Betsy DeVos understands 
this.  We need someone who 
is strong and ready to make a 
change for the millions of stu-
dents today and for our educa-
tional system  that affects our 
generations to come. 
scientists had ever imagined ten 
years ago. In the conclusion of the 
film, Al Gore himself came out to 
speak. There was something so 
special about that moment, es-
pecially due to the fact that while 
former vice president Gore spoke, 
the presidential inauguration was 
occurring across the country, at 
the same time. The film (and 
Gore’s speech) left me with a feel-
ing of hope and a drive unlike any 
other I have felt, which was only 
built up more the following day 
at the Women’s March in Park 
City, Utah.
I have never been one to be too 
involved politically. However, 
the combination of the current 
political climate, as well as, being 
a part of a class that encourages 
conversation regarding our own 
personal stories drew me to the 
march. Seeing Al Gore the previ-
ous day was the highlight of my 
trip, until I started walking to 
the march from our condo. It was 
20 degrees out, with fresh snow 
lining the streets, but the cold 
weather didn’t stop thousands of 
people from taking to the streets. 
Artists and consumers, celebri-
ties and average folk, tourists and 
locals, all came to Historic Main 
Street. The march itself was no 
more than five blocks, but it fun-
neled into an open area with a 
stage where the rally was held. At 
the rally, I had the opportunity to 
hear from Dolores Huerta, a civil 
rights activist, as well as several 
artists, all with valuable and pow-
erful stories. The rally showed a 
strength that comes with organiz-
ing and demonstrating, and has 
lead to me looking into further 
political action.
Since Saturday I have had the 
chance to see sixteen more films 
and two screenings of short films, 
all of which I have thoroughly 
enjoyed, but I know that my first 
48 hours here at the festival will 
be some that I will remember for 
years to come.
Peter  Cramer took  Jan Term 
183: Sundance Film Festival. 
Unbloomed Flowers
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Religious education at Saint Mary’s is diverse 
Linda Sarsour, Tamika Mallory, 
Carmen Perez, and so many oth-
ers, it felt as if the plethora of pink 
hats, reclaimed vaginas, and signs 
advocating for personalized re-
productive rights left out critical 
parts of what was meant to be an 
all-inclusive women’s movement.
    So here’s the thing. Reproduc-
tive rights are absolutely critical 
to the women’s movement. But 
the conversation on reproduc-
tive care must be a conversation 
centered on class, race, social 
location, and much more. It irked 
me to see too many women, who 
I assume because of their class 
standing will never be without 
access to reproductive care, bran-
dishing signs that depicted the 
war on women as a personal 
threat to themselves.
    I understand. Humans want 
to be personally attached to the 
things they are fighting for. The 
Women’s Marches would not have 
had the record turnouts they did if 
[white] women had not been the 
final group that the president tar-
geted during his campaign. Once 
this final group of women felt 
personally offended, it mobilized 
citizens in ways that numerous 
ongoing and urgent movements 
(#BlackLivesMatter, the Flint 
water crisis, the LGBTQIA move-
ment, water protectors and native 
people at Standing Rock, etc.) 
simply have not.
SAINT MARY’S STUDENTS are required to take two Theology courses to graduate. (Photo courtesy of Saint Mary’s College of California)
    There was one piece of advice 
given that I hope was not drowned 
out by the noise of everyone’s 
pink hats: Follow women of color 
who are already at work. Give up 
center stage and be a passionate 
follower. The Women’s Marches 
were a picture of what America 
could look like, should everyone 
treat each other’s oppression as 
their own. One protest sign, dis-
playing a quote from Audre Lorde, 
stated “I am not free while any 
woman is unfree, even when her 
shackles are very different from 
The Women’s March on Wash-
ington was easily one of the most 
powerful movements I have ex-
perienced, but as with every 
movement it should not be taken 
without its fair share of critiques. 
Because of this, I remain in a state 
of skeptical empowerment, revel-
ing in our collective power but 
simultaneously reflective on our 
flaws and immense capacity for 
improvement.
    As I stepped onto the train 
from Baltimore heading into D.C. 
on the morning of Jan. 21, it was 
immediately clear that this march 
would be historical. I was baffled 
by expansive crowds around me, 
largely defined by curious pink 
hats and homemade protest signs. 
I remember thinking, “So who 
decided that this was the symbol 
of this movement?” But more on 
that later.
    I was one of the #blessed 
marchers who attained a square 
foot of ground within sight of 
the stage and, truly, I believe it 
was the broad representation of 
speakers that set the tone for the 
D.C. march. The crowd, which was 
predominantly white, seemed 
equally responsive to all speakers, 
covering a broad and inclusive 
range of issues. Yet after listening 
to Angela Davis, Raquel Willis, 
Fo u r  y e a r s  a g o,  I  w a s n ’ t 
thrilled when I learned I would 
have to take two Theology and 
Religious Studies (TRS) classes 
during my four years at Saint 
Mary’s College in order to fulfill 
the Theological Understanding 
portion of the Core Curricu-
lum.  After spending eight years 
in Christian school and being 
forced to sit through Bible class 
every single day, I felt as if I had 
more than my fill of religious 
education.  Reading the course 
catalogue’s description of TRS 
97 (The Bible and Its Interpreta-
tion) didn’t help my reluctance 
to register for the class: “This 
course focuses on the Bible, the 
sacred scriptures of the Jewish 
and Christian peoples…an under-
standing of the Bible is essential 
for a well-informed perspective 
on the world. This course will 
introduce students to the most 
important biblical events and 
themes, raising questions of the 
influence and relevance of this 
text for the modern world.”  
“I already know all of this! This 
class is going to be nothing but 
a waste of time,” I told myself. 
But little did I know that TRS 
97 would be nothing like the 
Bible classes I had previously 
taken.  Instead of interpreting 
the Bible from a biased, Christian 
viewpoint, professor Marie Pa-
gliarini taught my class to criti-
cally engage with the text from a 
cultural, historical perspective. 
We read supplemental texts 
such as “The Epic of Gilgamesh” 
that provided a wider scope of 
the time and context in which 
the Bible was written, and she 
encouraged us to consider the so-
cial implications of interpreting 
the Bible literally versus looking 
at it as a mythical, sacred text.  
Although I had a wonderful 
experience with my first TRS 
class at Saint Mary’s, I was still 
dreading the Upper Division 
requirement.  But upon perusing 
the wide range of options avail-
able, I knew I would be able to 
find a class that suited me. While 
some of the Upper Division 
TRS offerings are geared more 
toward Catholicism and Chris-
tianity, such as “Jesus: Human 
and Divine,” “Saints Yesterday 
and Today,” and “Medieval Chris-
tianity,” other courses such as 
“Religions of India,” “Spiritual, 
Not Religious,” and “Gender and 
Religion in American Culture,” 
provide students with the op-
tion to expand their knowledge 
of spiritual practices outside of 
the Catholic tradition.  
During my junior year, I chose 
to take “Belief and Unbelief,” 
taught by Professor Paul Gi-
urlanda, to satisfy the Upper 
Division requirement.  As my 
undergraduate career comes 
to a close after January, I can 
safely say that — out of the 36 
I’ve taken — this course was 
one of my favorites.  Compar-
ing atheist texts such as “The 
End of Faith” by Sam Harris to 
Christian works like “Dynamics 
of Faith” by Paul Tillich taught 
me to respect and value oppos-
ing religious viewpoints.  In an 
ever-changing and often hostile 
global political climate, I believe 
this is an invaluable skill when it 
comes to dealing with differing 
religious opinions. This class 
my own.” Passion might start with 
one’s own experience of oppres-
sion, but action will achieve noth-
ing if we are not able to extend our 
passion beyond ourselves.  
    As much skepticism I hold, 
nothing can overshadow the 
power of three million individu-
als rising in resistance to oppres-
sion. The Women’s Marches were 
beautiful. Overpowering. But not 
to be taken without a grain of salt. 
In urgency we must stay together, 
and stay close. The future will 
indeed be female.
caused me to question what I’ve 
been taught about Christianity 
over the years, to step back and 
reevaluate the religious systems 
that are deeply embedded in our 
world.  
As Saint Mary’s College is a 
Catholic institution, it may seem 
as if the administration is forc-
ing us to prescribe to a certain 
religious dogma by requiring 
two TRS classes.  But don’t let 
preconceived notions of reli-
gious education shape your view 
of the course offerings here; in 
my experience, the TRS depart-
ment doesn’t take the stuffy, an-
tiquated, or biased approach to 
teaching religion that one might 
expect.  I came into Saint Mary’s 
dreading the thought of sitting 
through another class about the 
Bible, but as I leave, I’m wishing 
I could sit through another.  
Flowers that haven’t bloomed
Closed off from the world
Shying away not wanting to 
show their beauty
Flowers that haven’t bloomed
Maybe they were plucked too 
soon
If only they’d been given more 
time
If only someone wasn’t so selfish
They just plucked you away
It’s a crime,
Plucked before you got to see the 
brighter day
But precious flower, it’s okay
You are more beautiful than 
you’ll ever see
Just because your petals aren’t 
showing
Doesn’t mean we can’t see
The potential that you are, the 
potential you can be
It’s being used but not necessar-
ily shown
May not have bloomed but you 
are definitely grown
Your color is still there
Your petals are still there
Your radiance is still there
You are still all there,
Your relevance is still there
You have all the same parts
Just not shown in the same 
places
You had the same start
Just didn’t end up in the same 
places
You had the same water
Just didn’t absorb it in the same 
places
Ignore the ignoring faces
They don’t deserve your beauti-
ful graces
It’s a disgrace in the end
That no one can see
No one wants to be
The one who makes you feel like
You need to be more than just 
another beauty,
But as far as I can see
You’re more than unseen beauty
And it might be hard to believe 
but one day
You’ll see it truly
BY ERICKA LACSAMANA 
STAFF POET 
THE MARCH had three times as many people as the Inauguration.  (Photo courtesy of People)
Women’s March: Power or female fragility?
BY LEORA MOSMAN 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Glory to the return of the Gorillaz
BY ROBERT GARCIA 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
CULTURE
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I, without a doubt, feel extremely 
lucky to live in the Bay Area. Tech-
nology, music, and food aside, we 
live in a ridiculously beautiful place. 
From nature to the architecture, I 
am continually in awe of the scen-
ery around me. I had one of these 
breath-taking moments this week-
end in Oakland on the shore of Lake 
Merritt, at the beautiful restaurant 
Lake Chalet. The lake is surrounded 
by both city and twinkling strings 
of lights, illuminating off the dark 
water. Lake Chalet itself is warm 
and inviting, resting upon the edge 
of the waters. As we had made a 
reservation the week before, we 
were seated immediately upon our 
arrival. As we made our way to the 
table, I was floored by the beautiful 
bar. From the industrial aesthetic 
to the glamorous decor using liquor 
bottles, this restaurant oozes mini-
malistic luxury. As we looked over 
our menu, we were torn between the 
many options, both from land and 
sea. To start, my more adventurous 
friend enjoyed the steamed mussels, 
while the rest dove into sweet potato 
fries. Personally, I have never been 
a massive fan of mussels, but upon 
smelling the richly flavored broth 
they came in, I had to. Biting into the 
succulent meat, my tongue was hit 
with salty, savory, smoky, and many 
other deliciously balanced notes. 
After much debate, we had placed 
our orders and took the chance to 
continue gazing at the city lights 
on the water. Soon,  to our utmost 
excitement, our entrees began to 
arrive.
I ordered the baby kale salad, 
adorned with roasted mushrooms, 
toasted pine nuts, cauliflower, 
shaved parmesan, and prawns. The 
prawns were easily some of the 
best I’ve ever had; they were well-
seasoned, succulent, and had the 
most amazing crust on them. The 
entire salad was delicious (apart 
from the dressing I had on the side, 
which I found too thick). As always, 
my friends and I sampled each 
other’s dishes, so I was able to steal 
a bite from different plates. Crispy 
pan-seared chicken was paired with 
creamy avocado, crunchy bacon, 
sweet and spicy pineapple and ha-
banero salsa, a simple aioli, all atop 
luscious ciabatta bread. My other 
friends ordered two different salads; 
the first was an mixed greens, deco-
rated with orange segments, crisp 
pears, creamy goat cheese, crunchy 
pumpkin seeds, and more of those 
delicious seared prawns. These 
combinations of flavors hit every 
single taste bud, like a beautifully 
crafted symphony for your mouth 
(that’s a thing, right?). The second 
was the Lake Chalet Louie Salad, 
which was adorned with chopped 
tomatoes, creamy avocado, bits of 
hard boiled egg, the signature Louie 
dressing, and Dungeness crab. The 
sweetness of the crab paired so well 
with the other flavors, and all of us 
ended our meal feeling extremely 
satisfied. While we did not order 
dessert this time (we are still fairly 
broke college students), I know I 
will definitely be back to try their 
white chocolate bread pudding, as 
the waitress said it was her all-time 
favorite dessert.
As we left the golden glow of 
Lake Chalet, I couldn’t help but be 
amazed by the serenity it held in the 
heart of Oakland. From the simple 
but luxurious menu, the classy de-
cor, and the eye candy supplied by a 
glistening lake, Lake Chalet gave me 
another reason to fall in love with 
the Bay Area.
6
Lake shore fine dining
Since early 2016, rumors began 
to circulate that the Gorillaz were 
back in the studio. In October, the 
band started releasing digital stories 
following each of their characters 
in a publicity campaign. On the eve 
of Inauguration Day, lead vocalist 
Damon Albarn ended their six-year 
hiatus when he released a music 
video for “Hallelujah Money (feat. 
Benjamin Clementine).” Just like 
that, the virtual band was back.
The opening notes of “Hallelujah 
Money” sound like a mix made for 
the likes of Tyler the Creator and 
the Odd Future Collective. Twenty 
seconds in, however, the sounds of 
Benjamin Clementine’s low, croon-
ing vocals take over and the track 
becomes one only the Gorillaz could 
produce. Featuring samples of wail-
ing choirs and echoing drums laden 
with English trip hop, the track fol-
lows the train of thought presented 
in “The Fall,” their last studio album. 
The sound is harsh and epic while 
still managing to channel the wide 
The antagonizing depiction of mental illness in media
Despite great trepidation, out 
of vivid curiosity, I went to see M. 
Night Shyamalan’s newest film 
“Split.” Going in, I was concerned 
with the seemingly antagonistic 
depiction of mental illness that I 
had seen in the trailer, but there 
was a sliver of hope within me, that 
the film could potentially end with 
a insightful message to the audience 
or society as a whole. Although I be-
lieve the film did attempt to deliver a 
larger message to viewers, I left the 
theater with a sense of fear with how 
audiences might interpret mental 
illness after seeing the film. 
The story starts off with three 
girls being abducted by a strange 
man, only to wake up the next day to 
find that they are being held captive 
by a man shuddering from an ex-
treme case of multiple personality 
disorder. Already the film displays 
an interesting gender dynamic 
with three girls being held against 
one man, begging the question: Is 
mental illness usually displayed as 
masculine in media? As I pondered 
this question images of Norman 
Bates and other male serial killers 
in horror films, flooded my mind. 
Meanwhile, feminine representa-
tions such as “Girl, Interrupted” 
serve to sexualize mental illness 
in women. In the film adaptation 
of “Girl, Interrupted” specifically, 
BY KALI KUSHNER
CULTURE EDITOR
the cast is made up of some of 
Hollywood’s biggest heartthrobs 
at the time (i.e. Winona Ryder and 
Angelina Jolie). In contrast, men-
tally ill men are mostly depicted as 
grotesque murderers. “Split” also 
plays into the preexisting motif in 
which mentally ill men cross dress 
and are feminized by their mental 
illness (i.e. Norman Bates and Buf-
falo Bill). One of the main person-
alities present in the antagonist is 
a woman named Patricia whom is 
presented to us by James Mcavoy 
donning a skirt and earrings. When 
ACTOR JAMES MCAVOY does an amazing job portraying, essentially, several different characters throughout the film. (Courtesy of ComingSoon)
variety of stylistic influences that 
the group has become famous for. 
In terms of lyrical content, the 
song is a Trump diss-track. Cle-
mentine’s booming voice on such 
lines as “Walls like unicorns,” “even 
stronger than the walls of Jeri-
cho,” and the rapturous “Hallelujah 
Money” creates an aura of despair. 
Damon Albarn’s soft-sung “How 
will we know? When the morning 
comes?” cuts between the apoca-
lyptic sermon to pose questions in 
his trademark, melancholy timbre. 
At the bridge, Clementine shows off 
his poetic ability in a spoken word 
break that reassures the listener “if 
this be the end, so shall it be.” In case 
anyone was still unconvinced, the 
track abruptly ends with a sample 
from the American hero Spongebob 
Squarepants crying after Mr. Krabs 
tells him, “You’re fired.” 
The video is visually stunning 
as Clementine stares wild-eyed 
directly into the camera while a 
seemingly random stream of im-
ages flash behind him. Repeating 
clips of a smiling Clint Eastwood 
reappear as dancing geishas, burn-
ing landscapes, and the shadow of 
Albarn’s character 2D are projected 
onscreen. There seems to be no 
order to the random coalescence of 
images, but they all reflect a chaotic 
tone. 
Despite the satisfaction of die-
hard fans, responses to the song 
were mixed. Many people were 
taken aback by the minimal instru-
mentation and the unorthodox song 
structure. An important element of 
any Gorillaz song, however, lays in 
its relation to the album as a com-
plete body of work. Although some 
of their songs can be successful as 
singles many are too experimental 
to be digested as such. “Hallelujah 
Money” may be an instance of a 
track that is just not easily acces-
sible. 
No one is quite sure what is in 
store for this next album. The Go-
rillaz have always made social com-
mentary through their music, but 
never so overt as in their latest sin-
gle. With a staggering list of features 
ranging from rap crew De la Soul to 
Snoop Dogg, there are high hopes for 
the Gorillaz’ long-awaited return. 
Patricia was initially introduced, 
the theatre was filled with laughter 
and the audience continued to laugh 
throughout  the movie whenever 
this personality was on screen. I 
was especially disappointed by the 
crowds reaction to this character, 
as it took away from the serious is-
sues present in the film and instead 
reduced the dialogue on sexual 
abuse and mental illness to a het-
eronormative joke.
One of the biggest topics covered 
in the movie is the fact that mental 
illness is often unrecognized by 
society. We see this expressed by the 
antagonist’s therapist, as she works 
to have her research on the antago-
nist recognized at a conference on 
mood disorders. At the forefront 
of her research, is the concept that 
people who are mentally ill are more 
than human. From this point on, 
the plot took on a sort of twisted X-
Men story in which neurotypicals 
are put in a position of having less 
power than the mentally ill as the 
therapist claims that the antago-
nist’s mental illness has unlocked 
the full potential of the human 
brain. I don’t believe I’ve ever seen a 
depiction of mental illness in which 
it is desirable and for good reason as 
it is extremely problematic. Only 
someone who does not deal with the 
daily ramifications of mental illness 
would write such a story. 
In the end, the antagonist be-
comes literally more than human 
and involves himself in multiple acts 
of murder and cannibalism, pre-
senting mental illness as something 
that should be feared. Aside from 
this, there is a strange twist at the 
end of the film in which the protago-
nist’s life is spared by the antagonist 
when he finds out that she is a victim 
of abuse. This leads to a strange plot 
solution in which the protagonist’s 
abuse is what saved her life in the 
end; creating a sense that, in this 
situation, she should be thankful 
for being abused. Unfortunately, M. 
Night Shyamalan does not provide 
the audience with anything recog-
nizable close to a solution. Instead 
the female protagonist potentially 
returns home to her abuser and the 
antagonist plans on wreaking more 
havoc, but on a larger scale. 
So what is the audience supposed 
to leave with? Like the film, is there 
no happy ending for the mentally 
ill? The only message I managed 
to scrape from this odd film is that 
it should not take such horrible 
extremes, like the antagonist, for 
mental illness to be recognized by 
society.
GORILLAZ and singer Damon Albarn team up to produce a captivating anti-capitalist critique on President Donald Trump. (Courtesy of BGR)
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Sports 
this week
WOMEN’S TENNIS
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Thurs. vs. Pacific, 6:30 p.m.
Sat vs. San Diego, 1:00 p.m.
The Gaels (12-9, 7-3 WCC) won 
a pair of nail-biters last week in 
dramatic fashion and now sit tied 
for second place in the conference 
with BYU. This week, they host 
Pacific on Thursday and then San 
Diego on Saturday at McKeon. 
Sat. @ UCLA, 12:00 p.m.
Saint Mary’s heads down south to 
take on another powerful Pac-12 
team in No. 25 UCLA. The Gaels 
are coming off a grueling matchup 
with No. 4 Stanford. 
BY DEAN BOERNER
SPORTS EDITOR
Women’s tennis suffers tough loss to No. 4 Stanford
Thurs. @ Pacific, 8:00 p.m.
Sat. @ San Diego, 4:00 p.m.
With two more wins last week, the 
Gaels (19-2, 9-1 WCC) have won 
four in a row and opened up a two 
game lead over BYU for second 
place. Still just a game back of first-
place Gonzaga, the Gaels take on 
Pacific and San Diego this week.JORDAN FORD uses a screen to get past his defender late in the second half of the Gaels route of USF. (Kristen Geibel/COLLEGIAN)
Men’s basketball shines against USF, Santa Clara
BY KIMBERLY PASCHAL
SPORTS EDITOR
MEN’S BASKETBALL
MEN’S TENNIS
MEN’S GOLF
TRACK
Wed. vs. Holy Names, 4:30 p.m.
Fri. vs. Fresno St., 2:00 p.m.
Thurs. @ Amer Ari Invitational
Fri. @ Amer Ari Invitational
Sat. @ Amer Ari Invitational
Tue. @ University of 
Washington Invitational
On Thursday, Jan. 26, the No. 
21 Saint Mary’s Gaels celebrated 
Australia Day with their match 
up against the San Francisco 
Dons. With the singing of the 
Australian National Anthem 
and the Star Spangled Banner, 
the Gaels were ready to take on 
their Bay Area rival. The Gaels 
and Dons traded baskets for 
much of the first half, but the 
Gaels took a strong lead in the 
second half to go on and defeat 
Dons 66-46. With their win 
against USF at the Hilltop and 
now in McKeon, Saint Mary’s 
has swept USF in both their Bay 
Area rivalry match ups.
In the first half, Saint Mary’s 
and USF were tied 10-10 with 
11:31 left to play. Aussies Em-
mett Naar and Jock Landale got 
off to a great start in the Austra-
lia Day celebration with eight of 
the ten points. The Gaels battled 
the first half, but USF battled 
right back. With 6:53 left in the 
first half, USF took a 23-16 lead, 
but Saint Mary’s battled back 
and took a 27-25 lead with 2:48 
left. The Gaels and Dons traded 
baskets and at halftime, the 
score was tied at 30-30. At the 
half, both teams had 16 points 
in the paint and 10 defensive 
rebounds. The Gaels had eight 
assists on 12 made baskets while 
the Dons had four assists on 13 
made baskets.
The Gaels started the second 
half with no mercy. The Gaels 
had their largest lead at 48-34 
off an 18-4 run that was sup-
ported by a layup by Hermanson 
and two made free throws by 
Naar off a technical foul by USF.
The Gales run grew to 26-6 
with both strong offense and 
defense. Saint Mary’s held USF 
to two of their last nine field 
goal attempts. “We put a lot of 
work into trying to get better at 
extending our leads,” Herman-
son stated. “Once we came out in 
the second half with a lot of en-
ergy, we played good defense.” 
The Gaels held the Dons to a 42 
shooting percent overall and 22 
percent from the three-point 
line after they shot 52 percent 
in the first half.
“Dane specifically was ri -
diculous tonight, getting hands 
on a lot of loose balls. He was 
that spark for us and we took it 
from there,” Naar said of fellow 
Australian Dane Pineau.
With the 66-46 win over USF, 
the Gaels completed their sea-
s o n  sw e e p  o f  t h e  D o n s  a n d 
looked to defeat their other 
Bay Area rival, the Santa Clara 
Broncos on Saturday.
Saturday, the Gaels used their 
arsenal to defeat the Broncos: 
strong defense, excellent three-
point shooting, and efficient 
free throws. The Broncos, who 
just came off a 76-68 win against 
BYU, started off strong. In the 
first half, the Gaels went on a 
16-0 run to take a 26-11 lead with 
8:19 left in the first half. Despite 
the Gaels leading by as much as 
15 points, the Broncos chipped 
away at the Gaels lead with an 
11-5 run and cut the Gaels lead 
to five. At halftime, the score 
was 35-30.
The Gaels started the second 
half with a bang. By the 10:23 
mark, the Gaels were up 53-37 
and it looked like they would 
blow out the Broncos, but the 
Broncos would not surrender.
“Jock was really good offen-
sively,” said the Gaels’ Head 
Coach Randy Bennett. “He was 
great, put us in a position to 
win.” Landale had 20 points, 
11  rebounds,  and went 9-16 
from the field. Landale put up 
a strong performance despite 
struggling with foul trouble. 
With 6:19 left to play, Landale 
g ot his  fourth foul  and was 
subbed out for Evan Fitzner.
The Broncos cut the Gaels 
16-point lead to five,  55-50, 
with 6:11 left to play in the sec-
ond half. This was not worry 
for the Gaels as they made two 
from behind the arc and sunk 
their free throws with attempts 
by Hermanson, Fitzner, Naar, 
and Jordan Ford. Saint Mary’s 
defeated Bay Area rival Santa 
Clara (12-11, 6-4 WCC) 72-59.
No. 21 Saint Mary ’s is now 
19-2 overall and 9-1 in WCC ac-
tion. With a 19-2 start, the Gaels 
are off to their best start since 
the 2011-2012 season when Mat-
thew Dellavedova lead the Gaels 
to second round of the NCAA 
Tournament.
The Gaels will take a short trip 
to Stockton on Thursday to play 
Pacific and look to complete a 
season sweep of the Tigers. The 
game can be seen on ESPNU or 
Gael fans can listen live with 
Alex Jensen on TuneIn Radio.
USF
66
46
Saint Mary’s
Santa Clara
72
59
Saint Mary’s
The Gaels traveled to Stanford 
last Friday to take on the the fourth-
ranked team in the nation and the 
defending national champions in 
one of their most challenging head-
to-heads this season. While Saint 
Mary’s found some luck in doubles 
play, it was Stanford coming out on 
top Friday afternoon in dominant 
fashion. 
At the Taube Family Tennis Sta-
dium at Stanford, the Cardinal took 
the doubles point with impressive 
wins on courts one and two, with 
the Gaels mustering a win on court 
three. It was a Stanford duo of Em-
ily Arbuthnott and Taylor Davidson 
coming out on top over Clementine 
Clement and Emma Critser 6-0 on 
court one. The Gaels responded in 
turn with their win on court three. 
Parminder Kaur and Vanessa Nom-
mensen beat Stanford’s Caroline 
Lampl and Kimberly Yee 6-2 to even 
the doubles contest. 
Stanford’s doubles play proved to 
be too much, though. On court two, 
Stanford’s Caroline Doyle and Me-
lissa Lord defeated the Gaels duo of 
Kareena Manji and Jana McCord 6-3 
to hand their team the doubles point. 
From that point on, Stanford 
continued to display their champi-
onship pedigree, this time in singles 
play. Arbuthnott defeated Critser on 
court five 6-1, 6-1, handing Stanford 
the first singles point and setting the 
tone for the rest of the afternoon. 
Emma Higuchi of Stanford won 
her match over Nommensen 6-1, 6-0. 
Following closely behind was her 
teammate Caroline Doyle, who de-
feated McCord on court one 6-3, 6-1. 
Stanford went on to run the table 
from there. Lampl won her singles 
match after falling in doubles play 
earlier; she defeated Manji 6-4, 6-3 
on court four. Then came Taylor 
Davidson’s win on court two. The 
Stanford senior defeated Clement 
6-2, 6-3. Finally, Stanford’s Melissa 
Lord took down Danielle McIntyre 
in the final match to conclude, win-
ning 6-4, 6-3 to give the Cardinal 
their sixth and final singles point. 
For the Gaels, who don’t begin 
conference play until March, Friday 
represented one of several noncon-
ference challenges scheduled by 
Gaels head coach Lisa Alipaz for the 
upcoming few weeks. This Saturday, 
they travel down to Los Angeles to 
take on No. 25 UCLA. Later in the 
month, their slated to take on an-
other nationally ranked team in No. 
9 Vanderbilt. 
And, of course, the Gaels have a 
national powerhouse awaiting them 
in their own conference in defend-
ing WCC champion Pepperdine. As 
usual, the Waves have a formidable 
squad, as they are ranked third in the 
nation at this point. 
The Gaels are coming off a strong 
2015-2016 season and have had 
several strong showings so far this 
season as they get ready for confer-
ence play. Their match at UCLA on 
Saturday will take place at noon at 
the Sunset Canyon Tennis Courts 
in L.A.
KAREENA MANJI and her teammates will take on UCLA this weekend. (Courtesy of SMC Gaels)
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DEVYN GALLAND put up eight points for the Gaels in their 64-62 win over the Dons of USF Thurday night.  (Courtesy of SMC Gaels)
Thanks to some crucial late-
game heroics on Thursday and 
Saturday night, the Gaels left 
McKeon Pavilion on Saturday 
winners of four straight and six 
of their last seven. They used a 
last-second shot Thursday night 
to take down USF 64-62 and 
stingy defense Saturday night to 
defeat Santa Clara. When all the 
dust had settled, the Gaels found 
themselves tied for second place 
in the West Coast Conference 
with BYU and behind first-place 
Gonzaga by just one game. 
On Thursday, Saint Mary ’s 
(12-9, 7-3 WCC) didn’t fail to 
make things as interesting as 
possible.  With a narrow but 
seemingly safe 62-58 lead over 
the Dons and twenty seconds 
left to play, the Gaels gifted 
USF with a four-point play op-
portunity when Rachel Howard 
was knocked down on a made 
three-point basket. She went 
on to hit the free throw for her 
game-high 26th point, and sud-
denly, with a tie game, things 
looked much more precarious 
for Saint Mary’s.
Nevertheless, the Gaels had 
the ball for the last shot, and 
they took advantage of it. With 
just three seconds left, Stella 
Beck entered a crowded lane 
and fired a pass to Carly Turner, 
who took one dribble and let fly 
a confident 18-foot jump-shot 
that rimmed in with 0.4 seconds 
left. Turner’s clutch jumper left 
no time for the Dons to respond 
and secured a Saint Mary’s vic-
tory. 
The Gaels dominated on the 
glass throughout Thursday ’s 
contest,  outrebounding the 
Dons 44-27 and outscoring them 
in second-chance points 14-4. 
Senior guard Shannon Mauldin 
led Saint Mary’s with 14 points. 
Stella Beck and Devon Brook-
shire were close behind with 12 
points and ten points, respec-
tively, while Sydney Raggio led 
all players with nine rebounds 
for Saint Mary’s.
The Gaels overcame a brutal 
first quarter in which they com-
mitted eight turnovers (and sur-
rendered eight points off those 
turnovers) and were outscored 
18-13. They bounced back in the 
second quarter by scoring 20 
points to just nine for the Dons 
and earning a 33-27 halftime 
lead. 
Two days later, Saint Mary’s 
hosted a good Broncos team 
coming off  a  heartbreaking 
double overtime loss at BYU two 
days prior. 
With the game deadlocked at 
53-53 and a little over a min-
ute to play, Thursday’s leading 
scorer for Saint Mary’s Shannon 
Mauldin stripped a Santa Clara 
player to force a turnover. On 
the ensuing trip down, she pen-
etrated Santa Clara’s 2-3 zone 
and banked home a floater for 
what turned out to be yet an-
other game-winner for a surging 
Saint Mary’s squad. 
Santa Clara ended up with a 
pretty good opportunity to tie 
or take the lead on the game’s 
final possession, but a Broncos 
three-point attempt bounced 
off the rim and was recovered on 
the floor by a diving Mauldin as 
time expired. 
In the first quarter, the Gaels 
looked to be well on their way to 
a runaway victory. They began 
the game with a 16-3 run and 
ended the first frame leading 19-
9. However, in the third quarter, 
the tables turned, as the Broncos 
outscored Saint Mary ’s 19-9 
and started the fourth quarter 
leading 47-43. But in a sluggish 
fourth quarter, the Gaels ended 
up prevailing by holding Santa 
Clara to just six points in the 
frame while scoring 12. 
Mauldin ended up leading 
Saint Mary ’s with 13 points 
while also adding six rebounds 
and two assists. Raggio posted 
a double-double with 10 points 
and 10 rebounds, and Turner 
narrowly missed one of her own 
by scoring nine points and grab-
bing nine rebounds. 
Emily Wolph led all scorers 
with 18 points for a Broncos 
team now on a four-game skid 
and 4-6 in conference play. 
This week, the second-place 
Gaels continue their homestand 
with two more games at McKeon 
Pavilion. They play Pacific on 
Thursday and San Diego Satur-
day afternoon. 
Saint Mary’s
62
64
USF
Santa Clara
55
53
Saint Mary’s
The 2016-2017 NBA season 
has been a rollercoaster that took 
fans on a ride from Kevin Durant 
deciding to leave the Oklahoma 
City Thunder, Russell Westbrook 
becoming the triple-double king, 
Stephen Curry being Steph, and 
everything else thrown into the 
mix. As a basketball fan, I get asked 
the question, “Who’s your top 
five?” all the time. Recently, the 
question, “Who would you start a 
franchise with?” has been a popu-
lar question buzzing around the 
basketball world. The following 
five players are undoubtedly the 
five people I would want to start 
a franchise with because of their 
amazing talent on the court. Of 
course, as an avid Oklahoma City 
Thunder fan, I do have my biases 
that have resulted in some possible 
candidates being left off the list.
Russell Westbrook
The Human Turbo Button. The 
Triple-Double Machine. There 
is no doubt Russ would be on the 
list. He is currently averaging 
31.0 points, 10.2 assists, and 10.6 
rebounds per game, which means 
he is averaging a triple-double. 
And that’s not even mentioning the 
fact that Westbrook has 23 triple-
doubles — the most in a season 
since Oscar Robertson grabbed 
26 in the 1963-1954 season. On 
top of that, his speed and constant 
hustle on the court are something 
you want in a guard. And you also 
can’t forget Westbrook’s loyalty. 
Times may get hard, but Russ will 
be there with a franchise through 
the good and the bad.
Stephen Curry
The Baby-faced Assassin. Chef 
Curry. As one of the best three-
point shooters to even step foot 
on the court, Steph is someone 
you want to start a franchise with. 
Not only can Steph give you the 
shake-n-bake, break your ankles, 
and then drain a three right in 
your face, Steph has the ability to 
nail some of the toughest shots 
in the most critical moments of 
a game. Steph’s leadership and 
grade-A character are also quali-
ties anyone would want to start a 
franchise with.
Kevin Durant
The Durantula. The Slim Reap-
er. To OKC fans, especially those 
from Oklahoma, KD might be 
considered a traitor, even the 
most hated man in the NBA. But 
you cannot deny that KD can play 
ball. Durant is currently averag-
ing 26.1 points, 4.7 assists, and 
8.3 rebounds per game. Now add 
KD’s ability to handle the ball, 
knock down threes, and post up, 
and a franchise would be crazy not 
want him. 
LeBron James
King James. The Akron Ham-
mer. LeBron may not be my fa-
vorite player, but I can’t lie. He 
can play. LeBron is arguably one 
of the best basketball players in the 
world. He’s averaging 25.7 points, 
8.5 assists, and 7.9 rebounds per 
game. With LeBron’s increased 
versatility, it’s a no brainer to have 
him in your franchise, just make 
sure he knows he’s a player and 
not a coach.
LaMarcus Aldridge
L-A. The L-Train. Despite not 
being named to the 2017 All-Star 
team, LA is a consistent player. As a 
member of the San Antonio Spurs, 
Aldridge definitely demonstrates 
consistency. LaMarcus may not 
be an NBA All-Star, but he is a con-
sistent guy and on a team stacked 
with so much talent, and it’s always 
important to have a consistent 
player to back you up. Of course, 
there are so many other big men 
you could put ahead of LA, like 
Anthony Davis and Marc Gasol, 
but Aldridge would be a nice dash 
of consistency to add on to this 
team of legends.
